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Safeguarding Children Policy

Southdown Nursery fully recognises its responsibility for safeguarding children. This policy applies to all staff, management and volunteers working within the setting.

· The welfare of the children attending this setting is paramount and concerns about child abuse will be taken seriously.
· All staff will be aware of safeguarding children procedures and will be required to attend safeguarding children training regularly, as appropriate to their position.
· Recruitment procedures will ensure the suitability of staff and volunteers working with children and will follow EYFS welfare requirements with regard to the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks, Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) registration (when required to do so) and references. 
· Procedures will be implemented for identifying and reporting concerns, or suspected cases of abuse.
· Southdown Nursery will ensure a safe environment in which children feel valued, can learn and develop, feel secure and are encouraged to talk and be listened to.
· We work within the guidelines set out by the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board 
· We have procedures for contacting the local authority on child protection issues. The setting will notify the registration body (Ofsted) of any circumstances affecting the wellbeing of a child and in the event of an allegation being made against a member of staff or volunteer.

Ofsted
	Piccadilly Gate
	Tel: 0300 123 1231

	Store Street
	Text phone: 0161 618 8524

	MANCHESTER
	Email: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

	M1 2WD
	Web: www.ofsted.gov.uk
Integrated Front Door 01403 229 900. 
WSChildrenservices@westsussex.gov.uk 

	
	


· A designated staff member will have responsibility for safeguarding issues. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is The Head of Nursery Lucy Smith.  When not in the building Nicola Carter is Designated Safeguarding Lead .Where an allegation is made against a member of staff we will ensure that we cooperate fully with any investigation. We will liase with LADO - 03302226450
lado@westsussex.gov.uk.
·  The settings disciplinary procedure may follow depending on the result of an investigation. The incident will be reported through the Integrated front door
· Safeguarding children (child protection) concerns will be confidential and shared only on a need to know basis. 
· This policy will be implemented in conjunction with the safeguarding children procedure.
· If a child makes a disclosure the manager and Designated Safeguarding lead Lucy Smith must be informed immediately.  A record will be made stating exactly what the child has stated, this will be dated and timed.  The parent/carer of the child must be invited in and shown the statement to enable them to explain if possible the situation.
· The Designated Safeguarding Lead then needs to make a judgement call whether or not to report the incident.
· The welfare of all children is paramount and any suspicion of abuse will be dealt with immediately.

Signed on behalf of the setting by:
Head of Nursery ………………………..   Date: 12.11.22

WSCC LADO 

Who's Listening
· Christine Impey
Head of Safeguarding
WSCC
CI
	Phone
	0330 222 5995


Contact details
Tel 0330 222 6450 
Email LADO@westsussex.gov.uk
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